FEBRUARY 7, 2026

20 SHEVAT

- :T "*"-_"

Anto Ghe Weekly Parsha

This week’s Insights is dedicated in memory of Tzvi ben Yosef.

“May his Neshama have an Aliya!”

Based on the Torah of our Rosh HaYeshiva HaRav Yochanan Zweig

The Lure of Martyrdom

You shall not have the gods of others before me (20:3).

Rashi (ad loc) clarifies that the verse
cannot be explained according to its
simple translation (“You shall not take
other gods before me”) because it
would be denigrating to Hashem to even
refer to them as gods in the same
context. Rather the word “acheirim —
other”) is to be translated as “gods who
act as ‘other’ to the ones that worship
them.” In other words, gods who act as
“strangers” to those who worship them;
no matter how much the worshipers
pray they will never be answered.

For thousands of years, much of
mankind worshiped powerless idols; but
what is the pathology of serving a god
who doesn’t answer? The answer is —
and herein lies the difference between

Judaism and the other major religions —
the allure of self-sacrifice is very
attractive. Whether it's a vow of
poverty, celibacy, or the jihad of suicidal
bombing, becoming a martyr is a very
self-serving way of elevating oneself.
Worshiping a god who ignores you
allows one to feel that the worship is
100% genuine.

In  Judaism we are supposed to
understand that Hashem loves us and
cares about us and only wants what is
good and best for us. While we aren’t
supposed to serve Hashem in order to
get a reward, it is critical that we
understand that there will be one
because we have a relationship with
Hashem.
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Similarly, in a marriage we don’t do
things quid pro quo for our spouse, we
do it out of love — all the while knowing
that our spouse does the same for us.
Self-sacrifice is antithetical to all we
believe because being in a relationship
with a god who ignores you is akin to
being in an abusive relationship. The
rare occasions when Judaism calls for
self-sacrifice is only to preserve the
integrity of the relationship, never as an
avenue of serving Hashem.

Introducing Aishel — a Torah campus in the Appalachian Mountains

Looking for a retreat for large family gatherings or family simchas? Or perhaps a place to have meaningful “Shabbos of
Chizuk” for schools and/or other community programming?

Aishel is only 90 minutes from Baltimore and features:

e Accommodations for up to 250 people with full dining room and an industrial

kosher kitchen

e Two Batei Midrashim (complete with Sifrei Torah)

¢ Indoor heated gymnasium and indoor heated pool

o Outdoor ball fields, basketball courts, tennis courts, and hockey rink

e Qutdoor covered pavilion complete with Bluetooth speakers to provide Ruach

e Specially designed smokeless fire pit that is perfect for a Kumsitz

Nearby Attractions:

e Horseback riding
(five minutes away)

e Hershey Park
(35 minutes away)

e Skiing
(45 minutes - Camelback
Resort is about 90 minutes
away)

e And Much More!

Visit www.AishelPa.com or call our on-site property manager,

Yaakov Gershon Simblist 717-386-8106, for more information.



Shabbos...Day of Rest?

And the seventh day is the Shabbos of Hashem your God; you shall not do any work [...] For in six days
Hashem made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day [...]

(20:10-11).

There are two versions of the Aseres
Hadibros (Ten Commandments) in the
Torah. In the one that appears in this
week’s parsha, it indicates that the
reason one must not do any work on
Shabbos is because Hashem “rested on
the seventh day.” Yet in the second
version of the Aseres Hadibros, in
Parshas V’eschanan, the Torah states
the reason as “remember that you
were a servant in the land of Egypt,
and that Hashem your God brought
you out from there with a mighty hand
and with a stretched out arm;
therefore Hashem commanded you to
keep the day of Shabbos.” Seemingly,
there is a contradiction as to why we
are commanded to keep Shabbos.

Additionally, both versions of the
Aseres Hadibros begin with “l am
Hashem your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of slavery.” One must wonder
why Hashem didn’t describe himself as
“Hashem, Creator of the world.” Would
that not be a much better verification
of His omnipotence and the ultimate

reason we must follow His

commandment?

On the possuk, “And the locusts went
over all the land of Egypt, and alighted
on all the borders of Egypt” (10:14),
the Bal Haturim comments that the
word “vayanach — alighted” appears
only twice in the Torah; here and in
this week’s Aseres Hadibros. What is
the similarity between the two
occurrences?

Clearly, the Torah is telling us that the
word doesn’t mean that Hashem
rested on the seventh day, it means
Hashem alighted, or came down, on
the seventh day. Just as the locusts
came down on Egypt, so too Hashem
comes down to our world on Shabbos.
The reason Shabbos is a day on which
work is prohibited is because on
Shabbos Hashem comes down to this
world to be with us.

With this we can understand that there
is no contradiction between the two
versions of the Aseres Hadibros
concerning why we keep Shabbos.

When Hashem took the Jewish people
out of Egypt He Himself came down to
take us out, as the Torah states: “For |
will pass through the land of Egypt this
night, and will strike all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both man and beast;
and against all the gods of Egypt | will
execute judgement; I am
Hashem” (12:12).

Thus, the two times that Hashem came
into this world for the benefit of the
Jewish people are the reasons that we
must keep Shabbos. This is why
Hashem describes himself as “the one
who took you out of Egypt.” It isn’t to
verify His omnipotence, rather it is a
lasting description of His love of the
Jewish people. He begins the Aseres
Hadibros with this to set the tone; He
doesn’t just want us to follow his rules,
we are meant to have a relationship
with Hashem. This is why we constantly
quote “zecher [lyitzias Mitzrayim,”
because it is a reminder of the ultimate
manifestation of Hashem’s love for us.
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Discover the eternal truths and hidden meaning behind Megillas Esther,
as revealed through the shiurim of HaRav Yochanan Zweig in this
groundbreaking new publication from the Yam Hagadol Foundation.

http:/www,yamhagadol.com/purchase-seforim/
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